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Monitor correspondent recalls own 
expulsions from Iran 


Gashes between ministries led 
to ouster under Khomeini, Shah 


BtusmIs 

American journalist Gerald Seib’s experience in Iran 
revives memories of this correspondent’s own expulsion 
from Iran in December 1983. 

At the time, I had entered Iran with a visa issued by 
the Ministry of Fbreign Affairs. Once in Tfehran, how- 
ever, I was told by an official at the Islamic Guidance 
Ministry (which dictates practices in accordance with its 
interpretation of Islamic law) that I was not welcome 
and should leave the country immediately. 

Caught in the cross fire between the two ministries, I 
was eventually arrested by plainclothes security agents 
and later expelled. The major difference with Mr. Seib’s 
case is that I was never accused of being a spy. 

Seib, a Wall Street Journal correspondent, was or- 
dered expelled from Iran yesterday. He was seized last 
Saturday and later accused of being a “spy of the Zionist 
regime, ” referring to Israel 

Conflicts between different decision centers within 
Iran’s ruling elite have been common since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. Such feuds are part of a deeply 
rooted tradition in Iranian political life. 


In 1975; under the Shah’s regime, I was al«m caught ii 
a bitter rift between civil servants at the Ministry o 
Rwsgn Affairs and the then Ministry of Information. Oi 
uiat occasion, too, I was forced to leave the countn 
before being able to work. 

Western diplomats contacted Wednesday in Tfehrar 
were reluctant to talk about Seib’s detention. They saj 
its too early to say whether Seib was the 
victim of an internal Iranian feud. They 
said it remains very Hnnyrym j or 
can citizens to venture into Iran. 

Mideast correspondeutMrfao regularly 
travel to Israel and to Azafcoguntriea hos- 
tile to Iran are at particular risk^ the diplo- 
mats said. Indeed, many Iranian officials 
see their country at war not only with 

Iraq, but also with France and the US. 

Recent re velations that the US Onimi 

„ A f enc y Passed satellite pictures of the 

battlefield and oi Iranian economic UJ'gfeU Ui iraa has 

UST 


. Las ^. week s visit to Iran by a group of Wester 
journalists, including several Americans, was organize 
by the Iranian government But during interviews, 
noticed that several militantly Mamin Ira nian s disar 
of the presence of US journalists in their countn 

gorutfctiSS ^Kh^ 1 ?^ ma tt * hav 

connections with thcQA^ one official said bluntly. 


Iranians seem obsessed by the idea of espionage and 
have a tendency to see foreign intelligence agents every- 
where, sometimes with good reason. 

On last week’s trip, it seemed evident that Western 
intelligence-gathering efforts~cohtinue in Iran. Tfehran- 
based Western diplomats regularly ouesttoiTiburnalis ts 
who h ave visited the war front. (Diplomats in Tehran 
are not a llowed to travel outside the cqp- 
ital.) Western military attaches are par- 
Ticulary eager to secure information on the 
types of weapons used by Iran. 

Iranian officials once showed this re- 
porter pictures of their positions on the 
front that they said had been taken by a 
Western photographer. Those pictures 
were found on Iraqi prisoners of war, they 
claimed. “It is dear that the pictures had 
been sold to the Iraqi government,” one 

said. 

— Oh our recent trip to the front, Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards were irked by the fact that at least two Western 
journalists had brought along very sop hi s ti cated mili- 
tary maps of the region around the Iraqi port of Basra 
and were trying to locate Iranian positions on their map. 
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